
CHEHALIS BASIN STRATEGY

Why do we need the Chehalis 
Basin Strategy?

 � Five of the largest floods in the basin’s 
history have occurred in the last 30 years. 
Summers are becoming drier as well.

 � Not taking action could cost as much as 
$3.5 billion over the next 100 years.

 � Salmon habitat has been degraded. Spring-
run Chinook populations could be extinct by 
the end of the century, depending on climate 
conditions. 

 � The Chehalis Basin is the only river basin in 
Washington that does not currently have any 
federally listed endangered salmon species.

CHEHALIS RIVER BASIN

Reducing flood damage and restoring aquatic species habitat

The Chehalis Basin is the second largest river basin in 
Washington State. It is a uniquely fertile and abundant 
river basin, but it has suffered from devastating 
flooding for decades. 

Five of the largest floods in its history have occurred in 
the last 30 years. Extreme flooding affects everyone—
families, natural resources, and the regional economy. 
In addition, habitat has been significantly degraded, 
leading to decreased populations of both fish and 
wildlife. The good news is that we are in a position to 
do something about it. 

What is the Chehalis Basin Strategy?
An ambitious collection of potential actions to address 
these challenges is being considered for the Chehalis 
Basin Strategy. The State of Washington and local leaders 
are working to develop the Strategy to both improve river 
habitat and reduce flood damage. It will be a basin-wide 
strategy that includes near-term and long-term actions, as 
well as small and large scale projects. The long-term goal of 
the Strategy is to make the basin a safer place for families 
and communities impacted by flooding, and to improve 
and restore aquatic species habitat now and for future 
generations.
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A river basin is all of the land 
that water flows across on 
its way to a river, including 
streams and tributaries. The 
Chehalis River basin starts 
at the headwaters south 
of Pe Ell and goes all the 
way to Aberdeen where the 
Chehalis River empties into 
Grays Harbor. The Newaukum, 
Skookumchuck, Satsop, 
Wynoochee, and many other 
rivers are part of the Chehalis 
Basin. 

A river basin crosses 
towns and county lines – 
so solutions need to be 
comprehensive, and at a big, 
basin-wide scale. 



The Governor will make a recommendation on which combination of actions to move forward by the end of the 
year and the legislature will decide what actions get funded and move forward beyond 2016. The final EIS will be 
released in 2017. 

Everyone has a role to play
The Chehalis Basin Strategy is based upon working together, and establishing common ground. Your input and 
perspectives are essential to the process. The Strategy will only make sense and succeed with the involvement of 
people who live and work in the Basin. Many of the actions being considered would be voluntary and on private land. 
People of the Basin must help make the decision about what the Governor will recommend.

We want to know…

• What excites you about these ideas?

• Does this strategy address the challenges you’ve
experienced?

• What concerns you about these ideas?

• What would make these ideas great?

We want to hear from you
Chehalis Basin Strategy staff will be out in the basin in 2016 to talk with the people of the Basin. Contact the 
Chehalis Basin Strategy team if you have general questions or are interested in…

• Hosting a presentation with your neighbors or community group

• Having a Chehalis Basin Strategy booth at your local fair or festival

• Learning more about restoration or flood damage reduction options on your land

Actions being considered
The Chehalis Basin Strategy includes two overarching types of actions, habitat restoration and flood damage 
reduction. There are many actions within each of these types. Nothing is decided at this point for the long-term 
strategy – these are just the actions being considered. The goal is to restore over 100 miles of aquatic species 
habitat and reduce the damage from severe flooding.

HABITAT RESTORATION FLOOD DAMAGE REDUCTION

Restore over 100 miles of 
riverside habitat

• Improve river habitat
• Restore river banks by adding

native plants and vegetation
• Remove and improve fish passage

barriers
• Reconnect the floodplain

Local-scale actions 

• Farm pads
• Raising structures, building

floodwalls, or buyout
• Floodproofing buildings
• Land use management

improvements
• Integrated early warning

systems

Large-scale actions

• Projects to protect I-5
• Levees at Centralia Airport

and Aberdeen/Hoquiam
• Restorative flood protection
• Flood retention facility

(dam)

A summary of actions being considered in the Chehalis Basin Strategy to reduce flood damage and restore habitat.

What’s happening now
There is currently about $23 million in state funding being spent on local projects throughout the basin to reduce 
flood damage and restore habitat, including floodwalls, restoration, and reconnection of flood plains. But this first 
set of actions won’t be near enough. The Chehalis Basin Strategy aims to address these problems at a much larger, 
basin-wide scale.

Evaluating options
The Department of Ecology 
is leading an environmental 
review called a programmatic 
environmental impact 
statement (EIS). Ecology 
is looking at different 
combinations of the proposed 
actions and evaluating their 
potential effects on people 
and the environment – both 
positive and negative. The draft 
programmatic EIS will be available for the public’s review and comment in fall 2016. 

2016

Fall

Public Review

• The Draft EIS will be 
available for review and 
comment

• The public will provide 
comments via website, 
mail, or meetings

• Governor makes 
recommendations to 
Legislature

2016

Summer

Alternatives Evaluated

The Draft EIS Includes:
• Alternatives
• Existing conditions
• Potential impacts and 

mitigation

2017

Spring

Decisions/Actions

• Legislature decides on 
funding

• Next set of actions 
implemented through 
new Office of Chehalis 
Basin

EIS Process and Decision Timeline
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