CHEHALIS BASIN STRATEGY

that water flows across on
its way to a river, including
streams and tributaries. The
Chehalis River basin starts Reducing flood damage and restoring aquatic species habitat
at the headwaters south

of Pe Ell and goes all the
way to Aberdeen where the
Chehalis River empties into The Chehalis Basin is the second largest river basin in

Grays Harbor. The Newaukum, Washington State. It is a uniquely fertile and abundant

Skookumchuck, Satsop, . . ; .
Wynoochee, and many other river basin, but it has suffered from devastating

Summer

2016

rivers are part of the Chehalis flooding for decades.

Basin.

A river basin crosses Five of the largest floods in its history have occurred in
towns and county lines - the last 30 years. Extreme flooding affects everyone—
so solutions need tobe - families, natural resources, and the regional economy.
comprehensive, and at a big, . . L

basin-wide scale. In addition, habitat has been significantly degraded,

leading to decreased populations of both fish and
wildlife. The good news is that we are in a position to
do something about it.

What is the Chehalis Basin Strategy? DUOCENEE B
Basin Strategy?

An ambitious collection of potential actions to address

these challenges is being considered for the Chehalis = Five of the largest floods in the basin's

Basin Strategy. The State of Washington and local leaders history have occurred in the last 30 years.

are working to develop the Strategy to both improve river Summers are becoming drier as well.

habitat and reduce flood damage. It will be a basin-wide = Not taking action could cost as much as

strategy that includes near-term and long-term actions, as $3.5 billion over the next 100 years.

well as small and large scale projects. The long-term goal of

_ _ o = Salmon habitat has been degraded. Spring-
the Strategy is to make the basin a safer place for families

run Chinook populations could be extinct by
the end of the century, depending on climate
conditions.

and communities impacted by flooding, and to improve
and restore aquatic species habitat now and for future

generations. _ . : .
= The Chehalis Basin is the only river basin in

Washington that does not currently have any
federally listed endangered salmon species.
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