
Chehalis River Tidal Ecological 
Region Overview

Low-gradient freshwater tidal habitat could be 
enhanced by reconnecting forested and shrub-
dominated sloughs and wetlands, such as through 
removal of tide gates and crossings.

Gravel ponds are prevalent in disturbed areas of the 
Chehalis River Tidal Ecological Region floodplain, 
which could be reconnected or restored.

In a portion of the surge plain habitat that is 
protected by WDNR, a barrier was replaced with a 
bridge to reconnect tidal channels. Additional similar 
restoration opportunities should be identified, and 
additional surge plain protection could be provided 
through acquisition of remaining private lands.

Blue Slough is part of the Chehalis River Surge Plain 
Natural Area Preserve. It is not known to what extent 
historical piles affect habitat and natural processes.

Preachers Slough is a lengthy slough providing 
diverse tidal slough and swamp habitat. Recent 
removal of barriers has reconnected more of this 
habitat.

What are your thoughts about some of the protection and restoration strategies and 
actions we feel are important for this Ecological Region?

• ASRP efforts should target estuary-adjacent 
areas for protection and restoration to 
accommodate the processes by which sea level 
rise will cause estuary zones to shift upstream.

• Conduct barrier removals to restore tidal 
channel connectivity, including tide gates.

• Identify any remaining water and sediment 
quality problems from industrial pollution that 
are affecting aquatic species.

• Opportunistically restore industrial portions of 
the estuary.

• Seize on education opportunities at the 
numerous public access recreation and fishing 
sites. Signage and/or community events at the 
access sites would present opportunities for 
communication/education regarding up-river 
restoration activities and connections to the 
fisheries that are supported by these activities.

• Develop partnering opportunities with Grays 
Harbor College to understand fish use patterns 
and natural processes within the tidally 
influenced area.

What is working? What is broken?

What are important/unique features and functions within this Ecological Region?

• All Chehalis Basin salmonids use or pass 
through this Ecological Region, making its 
function essential to their viability.

• The WDNR Surge Plain Natural Area Preserve 
provides protection for 5,500 acres of intact 
surge plain that includes expansive sloughs, 
mudflat, marsh, scrub-shrub, and forested 
wetlands. WDNR is working to acquire the 
remaining privately owned parcels surrounded 
by the preserve.

• The Ecological Region is lacking wood nearly 
everywhere.

• Substantial channel length lacks stable gravel.

• There are invasive exotic plant species including 
reed canarygrass.

• The lower 3-miles of the Chehalis River channel 
is dredged and largely industrial. Current 
pollution effects on aquatic species are not 
understood.

• The surge plain appears to be largely intact, 
including both the channel and floodplain 
upstream to the Wynoochee River.

• Above the Wynoochee River, floodplain 
alterations and land uses have reduced in-
channel and floodplain habitats.

• Very little is known about aquatic species use in 
this Ecological Region. In addition to salmonids, 
there is also believed to be use by other native 
fish, amphibians, and water fowl.


