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Fish Passage Experience

ÅWDFW
o Since the mid- 1980s WDFW has collected fish 

passage data.
o 1991 Database was created and now has +50,000 

sites.

ÅChris Dwight
o WDFW Fish Passage +7 years
o Barrier Inventory & Habitat Surveys
o Inventory Crew Supervisor
o NRCS Project Manager / Scoping Biologist



Chehalis Barrier Prioritization

Project Objectives

ÅInteractive Tool:GIS online map and Excel based 
prioritization tool to guide grant funders and 
restoration practitioners to focus on the top 
ranking barriers that are in the top 10% to 33% of 
barriers.  
o User-friendly interactive map that includes 11 model 

metrics to guide the selection of projects.

o Large dataset of ~4,500 sites and ~2,500 barriers

o Update 2008 Culvert Prioritization



Chehalis Barrier Prioritization

Project Objectives

ÅCollaborative Partnerships: Interdisciplinary work group who developed 
the tool that is made up of restoration practitioners, local jurisdictions, 
state and federal agencies, and grant funders that include:

o WDFW, USFWS, Lead Entity, Coast Salmon Partnership, Chehalis Tribe, Quinault 
Indian Nation, RFEG, Lewis CD, Pacific CD, Grays Harbor CD, Thurston CD, Lewis 
County, Thurston County, Trout Unlimited, and Aspect Consulting.

o Build a Shared Vision: dedicated staff time, facilitator, meeting minutes, deadlines 
& funding



Chehalis Barrier Prioritization

Project Objectives
ÅScience and Modeling: Utilized best available science and coordination 

with other ASRP funded models and research.  Used the same inputs to 
either focus on one species or multiple species of salmon to guide 
restoration.

ÅData Sharing
o WDFW Fish Passage Data
o SWIFD Fish Distribution
o WDFW Thermalscape
o NOAA Life Cycle Inputs



Updated Culvert Inventory

ÅRobust Fish Passage Data:Chehalis Basin WRIA 22 & 23 has the 
most complete and updated fish passage inventory in Washington. 
o 2+ years of dedicated WDFW field staff 

o Extensive barrier QA/QC

o Duplicate sites FPDSI & RMAP


