LOWER SATSOP RIVER FLOODPLAIN
RESTORATION PROJECT
A Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) Project
Project Project Partners: Grays Harbor Conservation District (GHCD) and Grays Harbor Stream Team (GHST)

THE GOAL
The Lower Satsop River Restoration
Project is restoring floodplain
habitat and restoring habitat
connectivity to a 118 acre site along
the Satsop River. The goal of the
project is to restore floodplain
habitat processes and improve
wetland connectivity, specifically
targeting native fishes and
amphibians.

Phase 2 Plan: https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshotAttachmentData.aspx?id=350226

OBJECTIVES
The WDFW used an experimental
approach to habitat restoration by
completing the construction in phases
to study amphibian and native fish
response to restoration treatments.
Sections of both ponds pictured to the
right have been shallowed using fill
from the site. Sections of the dikes

Picture taken at Grays Harbor Stream Team volunteer
planting in October, 2020 on Pond B by Alexa Brown.

(pictured above) have been removed
and channels reconnected to improve
floodplain connectivity. Fish and
amphibian use are being monitored
throughout the project. Wood piles
have been added to increase wildlife
habitat. Bare soil has been re-planted
with native vegetation by Washington
Conservation Corps crews and GHST
volunteers. This planting effort is
organized by the GHCD.

Picture taken at Grays Harbor Stream Team volunteer
planting in February, 2020 on Pond C by Alexa Brown.

WHY WOOD PILES?
No these are not bonfire piles, they are
in fact deliberately constructed for
amphibian and wildlife habitat. "They
are built with small trees, limbs, and
boughs – often with materials that are
a byproduct of management activities
or storm-related debris. These “critter
condos” provide some of the functions
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CURRENT WILDLIFE USE
WDFW has performed pre-project construction wildlife surveys, they found 27 amphibian and
fish species. Of the seven amphibian species, six were native: Northwestern salamander,
Long-toed salamander, Pacific treefrog, Northern red-legged frog, Roughskin newt, and
Western toad; and the seventh species was the non-native American bullfrog. Of the 20 fish
species, 12 were native: Chum salmon, Largescale sucker, Northern pikeminnow, Olympic
mudminnow, Pacific lamprey, Prickly sculpin, Rainbow/Steelhead trout , Redside shiner,
Riffle/Reticulate Sculpin, Speckled dace, Three-spined stickleback, and Torrent sculpin; the
remaining eight species were non-native: Black crappie, Bluegill, Brown bullhead, Common
carp, Largemouth bass, Pumpkinseed, Rock bass, and Yellow perch. In addition to the fish and
amphibian species, the site is commonly used by beaver, waterfowl, migrating songbirds, and
deer.
You can find the report here:
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshotAttac
hmentData.aspx?id=350193 and
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/ProjectSnapshotAttac
hmentData.aspx?id=360786

View the full project here:
https://secure.rco.wa.gov/prism/search/projectsnapshot.aspx
?ProjectNumber=18-2142

For more information email graysharborstreamteam@gmail.com or
anthony.waldrop@graysharborcd.org

